
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94 ·094

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CITY OF BENICIA,
BENICIA, SOLANO COUNTY

NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0038091

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter
called the Board, finds that:

1. The City of Benicia, hereinafter called the discharger, submitted a Report of Waste
Discharge dated July 15, 1992 for reissuance of waste discharge requirements and a
permit to discharge wastewater to waters of the State and the United States under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

2. This discharge is presently governed by Waste Discharge Requirements in Order No.
88-005, adopted by the Board on January 20, 1988.

3. The discharger owns and operates the Benicia Wastewater Treatment Plant, located at 614
East Fifth Street, Benicia, Solano County, California. The plant provides secondary level
treatment for combined domestic, commercial and industrial wastewater from sources within
the City of Benicia, which currently has a population of about 25,000. Treatment process
consists of detriter grit chambers, primary clarifiers, rotating biological contactors (RBCs),
secondary clarifiers, chlorination and dechlorination. Sludge is thickened via gravity
thickener, anaerobically digested, and dewatered by a belt filter press before it is disposed
of offsite at a permitted landfill. The plant also includes flow equalization and industrial
holding basins that provide additional safeguard to plant upsets during incidents of high
flows or slug loadings of toxic waste. A treatment process diagram is included as
Attachment A of this Order, and a location map is included as Attachment B.

4. In 1991, the discharger completed the first stage of a two-staged plant expansion by adding
a third train of RBCs, a third secondary clarifier, a gravity sludge thickener, a second belt
filter press, and other improvements necessary to improve efficiency and solids handling
capability of the plant and to control odors from the plant. The first stage expansion
increased the treatment plant dry weather flow design capacity from 3.0 million gallons per
day (mgd) to 4.5 mgd. Over the five-year period of 1988 through 1992, the plant treated an
average dry weather flow of approximately 2.3 mgd.

5. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the Board have classified this
discharge as a major discharge.
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